Thomas Higginson

Thomas Wentworth Sturridge Higginson, author, was born in Cambridge, Mass., Dec. 22, 1823; son of Stephen and Louisa (Storrow) Higginson; grandson of Stephen and Susan (Cleveland) Higginson, and a descendant of the Rev. Francis Higginson (1588-1630). 

He prepared for college at the private school of William Wells; was graduated from Harvard in 1841, and taught for a time in Mr. Weld's school at Jamaica Plain, Mass., later becoming a private tutor in the family of his cousin, Stephen Higginson Perkins, of Brookline. His first intention was to become a lawyer, but he abandoned it to study theology, and was graduated from Harvard divinity school in 1847. 

His first charge was in Newburyport, where he was pastor of the First Religious society until 1850. He became somewhat unpopular because of his anti-slavery views and his active interest in politics, especially as he allowed himself to be nominated for representative in congress in 1848. After resigning his pulpit he remained two years in Newburyport, teaching classes, writing for the newspapers, and organizing evening schools. In 1852 he was called to the Worcester, Mass., Free church, and remained there until 1858, when he finally left the ministry to devote himself to literary work. 

In 1854 he was the leader of an attempt to rescue Anthony Burns, the fugitive slave, from prison, receiving a sabre cut in the face and being indicted for the murder of one of the deputies. He was released on a technicality. In 1856 he went to Kansas to assist in organizing the free-state movement, and later became the friend and confidant of John Brown of Osawatomie. 

At the beginning of the civil war he recruited a company of infantry in Worcester, and afterward was appointed colonel of a regiment of freed slaves, the first regiment of this kind to be mustered into the U.S. service. He was wounded at Wiltown Bluff, S.C., in August, 1863, and the following year was obliged to resign on account of disability. 

He resumed his literary work, residing at Newport. R.I., until 1878, when he returned to Cambridge, Mass. He was appointed chief of staff to Governor John D. Long in 1880, and in 1880 and 1881 was a representative in the state legislature. 

He was state military and naval historian, 1889-91, and in this capacity he compiled "Massachusetts in the Army and Navy" (2 volumes). In 1896 he presented unconditionally to the Boston Public library his "Galatea collection of books relating to the history of woman," numbering about one thousand volumes. 

He was elected a member of the Massachusetts Historical society and of the American Historical association and a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences. Harvard conferred upon him the degrees of A.M. in 1869 and LL.D. in 1898, and Western Reserve gave him that of LL.D. in 1896. 

He is the author of: Thulatta (with Samuel Longfellow, 1853); Out-door Papers (1863); Malbone, an Oldport Romance (1869); Army Life in a Black Regiment (1870); Atlantic Essays (1871); The Sympathy of Religions; Oldport Days (1873); Young Folks' History of the United States, 1876) ; History of Education in Rhode Island (1876); Young Folks' Book of American Explorers (1877); Short Steadies of American Authors (1879); Common sense about Women; Life of Margaret Fuller Ossoli (1884); Larger History of the United States (1885); the Monarch of Dreams; Hints on Writing and Speechmaking (1887); Women and Men (1888); Travellers and Outlaws (1889); The Afternoon Landscape (1890); The New World and the New Blink (1891); Life of the Rev. Francis Higginson (1891); Concerning all of us (1892); Such As They Are (with his wife, Mary Thatcher Higginson, 1893); Book and Hebert: Essays on Literature and Life (1897); Tales of the Enchanted lslands of the Atlantic (1898); Cheerful Yesterdays (1898) ; Old Cambridge (1899); Contemporaries (1899); besides several translations and edited works, and numerous contributions to periodical literature.

